South Lancashire Fisheries Advisory Committee 9th January, 1980. by unknown
North
West
Water
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
F2/A12 2nd January, 1980
To: Members of the South Lancashire 
Fisheries Advisory Committee:
(Messrs. R. D. Houghton (Chairman);
A. G. R. Brown; J. Clegg; J. Johnson;
G. Jones; J. P. Lord; R. H. Wiseman;
Dr. R. B. Broughton; Professor W. E. Kershaw; 
and the Chairman of the Authority (G. Mann); 
the Vice Chairman of the Authority 
(A. Richardson) and the Chairman of the 
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 
(T. A. F. Barnes)(ex officio)).
Dear Sir,
A meeting of the SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
will be held at 2.30 P.M. on WEDNESDAY, 9TH JANUARY, 1980, at 
the LANCASHIRE AREA OFFICE of the RIVERS DIVISION, 48 WEST CLIFF, 
PRESTON, for consideration of the following business.
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the Special Meeting held on 13th December, 1979, 
(copy enclosed herewith).
3. Net and fixed engine licence duties.
4. EEC Directive on the quality of freshwaters.
5. Market survey at Worthington Lakes.
6. Disposal of redundant reservoirs.
7. Report by the Area Fisheries Officer on fisheries activities.
8. Any other business.
Yours faithfully
G. W. SHAW
Director of Administration.
A G E N D A
LD2/B3 MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
13TH DECEMBER 1979
Present: R. D. Houghton, Esq. (Chairman)
T. A. F. Barnes, Esq. Professor W. E. Kershaw 
Dr. R. B. Broughton J. P. Lord, Esq.
R. H. Wiseman, Esq.
10. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from Mr. A. G. R. 
Brown, Mr. J. Clegg, Mr. J. Johnson, Mr. G. Mann and Mr. A. Richardson.
11. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That, subject to the last sentence of the first paragraph of 
Minute No. 8 being amended to read - "His only present concern 
was that the public at large did not appear to be aware that 
reports on this subject were in existence and available" - the 
Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held on 17th 
October, 1979, be approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman.
12. STOCKS RESERVOIR
The Committee considered in detail a report on the development of 
Stocks Reservoir primarily as a trout fishery on which the Recreation 
Sub Committee had requested the observations of this Committee before 
making any recommendation (Minute No. 5, 29th October, 1979).
The operational aspects of the Scheme along with its effects on the 
environment and the financial implications to the Authority were 
given particular consideration.
The estimated capital costs of the Scheme totalled £117,600, of which 
£87,830 was attributable to creating the trout fishery and £29,770 to 
providing public access and the accompanying amenities.
The consequent estimated total annual net expenditure on the site was 
£30,900 comprising expenditure of £45,000 on the fishery with an 
estimated income of £29,100 from the sale of permits and the hiring of 
boats, whilst a further £14,800 would be expended annually on 
supervising and servicing the public amenity aspect.
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That the Authority pursue as a matter of urgency the 
development of Stocks Reservoir primarily as a trout fishery, the 
Committee being of the opinion that with the incorporation of the 
recommended modifications listed at (4) below, there will be a 
greater demand on the fishery than indicated in the prepared 
financial estimates.
(2) That the Authority establish and manage the fishery and only 
if financial pressures prove it necessary should the creation and 
management of the fishery be vested in any third party.
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(3) That should it transpire that the unavailability of finance, 
the interests of the Nature Conservancy Council, the requirements 
of the public and the management problems associated with the 
fishery, prevent the reservoir from being developed primarily as 
a high class trout fishery to its full potential, then the 
Authority consider alternative locations for the establishment of 
a first class trout fishery, and a restricted scheme limited to 
bank angling only be not pursued. In the opinion of the 
Committee any "watering down" of the scheme due either to finance 
problems or to restrictive requirements by other interests would 
reduce the potential of the fishery beyond the point where its 
development would be successful.
(4) That the following provisions be incorporated in the 
management and operation of the proposed fishery.
(a) Bank and boat angling be permitted on the reservoir with 
the following exceptions
(1) No bank or boat angling within 100 yards of the dam 
wall; the limit to be marked by a string of buoys 
moored across the southern arm of the reservoir. In 
the opinion of the Committee to exclude the, whole of 
the southern arm as previously suggested would reduce 
the area of fishable water over and above the 
unavoidable reduction due to drawdown, and might affect 
the viability of the fishery as a whole.
(2) No bank or boat angling in the north east arm of the 
reservoir.
(3) No bank angling from the shoreline of the land 
designated as a picnic area.
(b) Fly fishing only permitted and a daily bag limit of 2.5 brace 
be enforced.
(c) There be no limit initially on the number of day permits 
issued; this situation to be reviewed in the light of 
experience.
(d) Consideration be given to the issue of Season Tickets.
(e) That the Causeway and the Island be prohibited to the 
public and anglers.
(f) That ten 12' rowing boats be available for hire to 
accommodate not more than 2 anglers in any one boat.
Each boat to be equipped with chain fixed pin rowlocks, 
flares and lifejackets.
(g) That no engine powered boats, other than that used by 
the Warden, be allowed on the reservoir.
(h) That the public be allowed admission to the designated 
picnic area only.
F2/A7 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
9TH JANUARY 1980
NET AND FIXED ENGINE LICENCE DUTIES
1. The existing scale of licence duties in relation to nets and fixed 
engines throughout the Authority area came into force on 1st January, 
1978, and is listed in the appendix attached hereto.
2. On 12th November, 1979, (Minute No.22) the Regional Committee resolved 
that the existing net and fixed engine licence duties within the 
Authority area be reviewed and a full report be submitted to the next 
meeting of that Committee including appropriate comparisons with 
duties for similar instruments in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.
3. The observations of the Committee are invited.
APPENDIX
Fl/A2° NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
NET AND FIXED ENGINE LICENCE DUTIES
1. The existing scale of licence duties in relation to nets and fixed 
engines throughout the Authority area came into force on 1st January, 
1978, and is as follows:
NETS AND FIXED ENGINES (area within the boundaries of the former 
Cumberland River Authority)
Whole Area Drift, Hang or Whammel Net
(not exceeding when wet 275 metres in length) 78.00
River Eden Draw, Draft or Seine Net
(not exceeding when wet 275 metres in length) 195.00
River Esk (Border) Draw, Draft or Seine Net
(not exceeding when wet 275 metres in length) 65.00
Whole Area Heave or Haaf Net 16.90
River Eden Coop 117.00
River Derwent Coop 260.00
South West Cumberland Garth 130.00
NETS (area within the boundaries of the former Lancashire River
Authority)
£
River Ribble Drift, Hang or Whammel Net
(not exceeding when wet 140 metres in length) 52.00
River Lune Drift Hang or Whammel Net
(not exceeding when wet 300 metres in length) 104.00
River Lune Draw, Draft or Seine Net
(not exceeding when wet 185 metres in length) 91.00
River Duddon Draw, Draft or Seine Net
(not exceeding when wet 185 metres in length) 71.50
River Lune Heave or Haaf Net 39.00
River Kent Lave Net 39.00
River Leven Lave Net 32.50
F2/A3 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
9TH JANUARY 1980
EEC DIRECTIVE ON THE QUALITY OF FRESHWATERS 
NEEDING PROTECTION OR IMPROVEMENT IN ORDER 
TO SUPPORT FISH LIFE
\im Ka.
1. On 17th December, 1979, each member was provided with a copy of 
the "Consultation Paper on the Initial List of Designated Waters", 
along with a copy of an explanatory letter both of which have been 
circulated also to local authorities and other interested 
organisations in the region.
2. initial lists of waters to be designated are required to be submitted 
to the EEC by July 1980, and authorities and organisations have been 
asked to forward comments on the Paper to the Authority by the end of 
February, 1980.
3. Members are requested to bring their copies of the Paper to the 
meeting when the proposals and progress on consultations with the 
fisheries associations will be discussed and any observations thereon 
will be welcomed.
F2/A8 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
9TH JANUARY, 1980 
MARKET SURVEY AT WORTHINGTON LAKES
1. The University of Lancaster Department of Marketing has prepared 
a report on the problems facing the Authority in providing and 
managing recreation on reservoirs, with the attention being focussed 
mainly on Worthington Lakes.
It was also considered useful for the University to carry out, at 
the same time a survey of visitors to the Lakes to assess the public's 
reaction to the fishing and other recreational amenities provided by 
the Authority.
2. The final report will be presented to the Recreation Sub-Committee 
in the future, however, the results of the survey, included in that 
report, have been extracted and attached hereto as an appendix for the 
information of the Committee.
APPENDIX
A Survey of Visitors to the "Worthington Lakes Country Park"
I n t r o d u c t i o n
The main survey was preceded by a pilot survey carried out 
at Worthington on Saturday 16th June 1979 and Sunday 17th 
June 1979, and on the following weekend Saturday 23 June 
1979 and Sunday 24t,h June 1979.
The questionnaire was extensively revised and extended fol­
lowing experience on the first weekend and repiloted on the 
second weekend. Some interviews from the weekend of 2 3/2 4 
June 1979 have been included .in the sample analysed but in 
the main this sample was achieved between 3 July 1979 and
10 August 1979. During this time there was an interviewer 
on site every day but 5. 2 of these 5 days were lost be­
cause of rain and 3 for other reasons.
As the survey was effectively an exploratory investigation 
rather than an exercise to answer a series of predetermined 
management questions the simplest possible analysis of 
results seems appropriate. Accordingly the results are 
presented question by question showing either the number or 
percentage of respondents giving a particular answer.
The Worthington Lakes Fishermen
During the period stated 4 97 interviews were carried out 
with fishermen at Worthington Lakes.
The Worthington Lakes fisherman is almost exclusively male 
(98%) and.fishes to a very large degree on Arley reservoir. 
The figures for reservoir being fished at the time of in­
terview are:
These figures need to be qualified slightly in that they 
over-estimate the percentage of fishermen who fish 
Worthington. The reason for this is that there was no 
instruction to the interviewer as to whereabouts on the 
site she should interview. Consequently she interviewed 
wherever fishermen were to be found. Because of the ob­
vious discrepancy in numbers between Arley and Worthington 
and the need to obtain a meaningful number of interviews 
on each, any fisherman seen on Worthington was interviewed 
whereas on Arley a much smaller proportion was contacted.
It is quite clear that Arley, despite its greater distance 
from the site entrance, is far more popular with coarse 
fishermen than Worthington.
Arley
Worthington
Adlington
85%
14%
1%
Yes 43%
No 58% *
* figures sometimes do not add to 100 due. to rounding errors 
Fishing at Worthington Lakes
For each group, first-time visitors and repeat visitors, 
we asked how they had got to know about Worthington 
Lakes.
"Is this the first time you have -fished here?"
First-time
visitors
• Repeat 
Visitors
Family/Friends 66% 45%
Angling Club 3% 4%
Brochure/Advertisement 10% 16% .
Always known 17% 29%
Other 5% 6%
The key feature of these replies is the preponderance 
of "word of mouth" as measured by the response 
Family/Friends and the role of local knowledge as mea­
sured by the response Always known. The role of 
Brochure/Advertisement is clearly less important now 
than it was formerly; probably because as more people 
have fished Worthington Lakes informal communication 
has become increasingly important thus reducing the 
value of formal communication.
The question to repeat visitors - "When did you last 
fish here?" - is subject to some distortion in that 
fishermen interviewed at the beginning of the season 
would be likely to give the response "last year".
The range of answers given
Last week 57%
Last month 2 3%
Last year 13%
Other 7%
suggests that repeat visitors are quite frequent users 
of the site.
On average the fishermen interviewed stayed 5.25 hours 
at the site.
88% of fishermen interviewed arrived at Worthington 
Lakes by car. The second highest percentage (7%) was 
for the response Other and this was mainly public 
transport. Of those who arrived by car 6 2% came in 
their own car with 38% coming with someone else. For 
every 5 cars arriving at the site 2 will be carrying 
more than 1 fisherman.
♦
When asked where else they went coarse fishing a large 
number of different answers were given. The two 
principal places mentioned were the Leeds. Liverpool 
canal (61%) and the Ribble (.36%) . .
(b) Trout Fishing
Of the 49 7 fishermen interviewed 44% also went trout 
fishing as well as coarse and of these 41% (88 fisher­
men) had fished for trout at Worthington.
When asked - "What do you think about the fact that 
trout fishing is no longer available at Worthington?"
- their answers could be categorised as follows:
Good 11%
Indifferent 18%
Bad 71%
Quite a number of the fishermen interviewed fished for 
trout, a number had.fished for trout at Worthington 
Lakes and the majority of these would be pleased to 
see it reintroduced. '
When asked where else they went trout fishing, as 
could have been anticipated, a very wide range of 
answers was given. Some of the most frequently given 
answers are given below.
Windermere 44 mentions
Lakes 36
Coniston . 11
Scotland 31 mentions
Wales 23
Ribble 29 mentions
Lune 20
Wyre 14
Eden 10
Rivington 24 mentions
Although many trout fishermen do their trout fishing 
in the North West it is obvious that they are prepared 
to travel substantial distances to fish.
(c) Match Fishing
Only 5% of those interviewed had ever fished a match 
at Worthington Lakes.
Cost of Pishing
The average price paid for a ticket to fish at 
Worthington Lakes was 63p. It must be remembered 
that this figure is an amalgam of both adult, child 
and OAP tariffs and of long and short stay tariffs.
There was a surprisingly low level of dissatisfaction 
with the prices charged. 68% of respondents thought 
they were about right, 10% cheap and 22% expensive. 
Given that the facility is controlled by a Public 
Authority and this seems to predispose people to expec 
prices substantially lower than those associated'with 
private provision, a rise in price does not seem out 
of the question.
Support for the last point comes from the replies to 
questions about prices paid elsewhere. For those 
fishing primarily at one other place the average price 
reported was £1.83p. The most frequently mentioned 
places were
Wigan Centre 123
Ribble 24
Northern Anglers 21
Rivington 17
For those who fished at a number of other places the 
most expensive was reported to have an average price 
of £1.76p and the least expensive was 46p. It would 
appear from these answers that Worthington Lakes are 
down at the lower end of the price range although this 
is a very tentative conclusion (bearing in mind the 
reliability of the responses on price)'.
One interesting piece of information which emerged, un­
expectedly from the questionnaire responses was that 
for some respondents Worthington Lakes is the most ex­
pensive place they fish and for others it was the 
cheapest place they fish. This suggests that 
Worthington Lakes has broad appeal probably based on 
its location.
The cost of fishing at Worthington Lakes is, of course 
more than the price of the ticket reported as an 
average of 63p. The average price of a day’s fishing 
was reported at £1.73p. Respondents were asked what 
was included in the price: the most frequently men­
tioned items were
Licence/Ticket 47%
Bait 31%
Travel/Petrol 15%
Tackle 5%
Food/Drink 1%
Other 1%
Reactions to the. Worthington Lakes Site
When asked - "Are there any facilities which are not 
available here that you would like to see provided?" 
-.307 respondents had nothing to say. This does not 
mean that the site is perfect nor that any additional 
facility provided would not be either appreciated or 
profitable. Rather it means that respondents are not 
very interested in answering hypothetical questions. 
Those respondents who did mention additional facilities 
did so with the frequencies shown below.
Teashop/Snack bar 
Toilets
More, better pegs 
Tackle shop
47 mentions
35
32
13
When respondents were asked what they liked about 
fishing at Worthington Lakes the answers are very much 
what one would expect after even the shortest visit to 
the site.
Plenty of fish 
Quiet
Nice surroundings
Peaceful
Handy, local
Scenery
Nice setting -
174 mentions 
169 
100 
68 
60 
37 
30
What respondents disliked about the site was
Gets windy 
Overhanging trees 
No fish 
Weeds
Number, quality of pegs 
Bad banking 
Too expensive
49 mentions
44
40 •
38
38
35
20
As always "dislikes" are fewer than "likes", this is 
a function of the method of data collection rather 
than the situation at Worthington. Some of the 
"dislikes" reported are related to the variable water 
level in the reservoirs and others, like the wind, are 
effectively beyond control. The presence of the 
number of fis’h in both lists is interesting and sup­
ports informal evidence that for many fishermen the 
number of fish caught is a major determinant of the 
overall experience. ■ .
When presented- with eight features of the site and 
asked whether improvements were necessary the findings 
support the above results giving a clearer picture of 
relations to the site. The eight are listed below in 
order of reported need for improvement
Percentage saying "yes" 
to improvement
Refreshment facilities 52%
Toilets 33% 
Litter collection ■ 30%
Parking 23%
Signs • 13%
Picnic areas 6%
Opening times 6%
Wardening 3%.
Respondents were asked whether other people interfered 
with their enjoyment of fishing at Worthington Lakes.
9 2% said "no" and in answer to a question about the 
numbers of people at Worthington gave the answers 
below.
The number of people at Worthington Lakes is
About right 83%
Too few 9%
Too many 8%
One particular aspect of site management about which 
respondents were questioned was the restriction on 
loose-feeding. 61% of respondents thought the res­
triction "good", 29% "bad" and 10% didn’t know.
Site Management and the N .W.W.A.
Respondents were asked if they knew who managed the 
site - 54% said "yes" and of these the vast'majority 
(83%) correctly identified the N.W.W.A. as the organi­
sation responsible for managing the site.
Those respondents who did not know who managed the 
site were told it was the N.W.W.A. and then all res­
pondents were asked what the Authority's main tasks' 
were. The answers received were
Provision of drinking water 
Restocking with fish 
Clear up waters 
Keep pollution down 
Keep place clean and tidy 
Recreational facilities and 
water recreation
Inevitably the answers are heavily biassed to the 
situation in which the interview took place and the 
particular interests of the respondents. Nonetheless 
the principal task of the Authority does come out at 
the head of the list.
142 mentions 
124 
86 
73 
45
48
11% of respondents thought another organisation might, 
run the site better (.89% did not!). - Wigan - Centre 
and Northern Anglers were mentioned as the possible 
managing organisations and the benefit?.-: they -were 
likely to confer was a reduction in pric-'- and more 
regular restocking. __ .
(g) Information and Respondents
68% of respondents regularly see a r n a c o r  paper 
about fishing. The Angling Times (292 mentions)
and the Angling Mai 1 (14 3“ mentions") a^"“tne"’ones-..
mentioned predominantly. The Coarse Angler men­
tioned third most frequently received' only 31 mentions.
Half of our respondents (51%) belong to angling clubs: 
Wigan Centre (97 mentions) and Northern Anglers (52 
• mentions) being the two most frequently mentioned.
On average our respondents lived 7 miles from 
Worthington, were 32 years of age, had been .fishing 
since they were 13 and finished full-time education 
at 15% years of age. 15% of respondents were in full­
time education at the time of the survey.
(iii) The Worthington Lakes Non-Fishing Visitor
During the period stated 14 2 non-fishing visitors to 
Worthington Lakes were interviewed. Of the 142, 109 (77%) 
said "T.:alking" was the main purpose of their visit, 17 
(12%) said "picnicing", 13 (9%) said "bird watching" and 
the remaining 3 were classified as other.
The majority of the visitors interviewed were male (65%) 
and 49% said they were - visiting Worthington Lakes for the 
first time.
Both first-time and repeat visitors were asked how they 
found out about Worthington Lakes.
First-time
visitors' Repeat visitors
Family/Friends 53% 50%
Brochure/Advertisement . 1 %  9%
Always known 10% 2 3%
Other 36% : • 19%
As with the fishermen "word of mouth"' communication and 
personal experience are much more important than formal 
promotional effort. The latter clearly is important in 
announcing the new facility but is displaced quite quickly 
by word of mouth. . The high percentage of replies in the
"other" category is due to substantial numbers of visitors 
whose visit to Worthington Lakes was prompted by seeing a 
sign as they drove past.
That there is some overlap between fishermen and non­
fishing visitors can be seen from the answers to the 
question asked of repeat visitors about the purpose of 
their previous visit.
Fishing 14%
Walking 61%
Picnicing 9%
Bird Warching 14%
Other 1%
The overlap however, is small and it would appear that the 
fishing and other recreational groups constitute separate 
segments.
People tend to visit Worthington Lake^. in groups the median 
size of which was 2.4 persons. The median number of 
adults was 2 while over half of the groups had no children 
under 15 in them.
76% of respondents came with the group'with which they were 
interviewed. Of.the 2 4% who came with someone else all re­
ported that the person they came with was at Worthington 
Lakes, and in most cases that person was fishing. Again 
there is some link between'fishing and non-fishing activitie 
but it is not a major factor.
Arrival at the site was predominantly (86%) by car with 8% 
of visitors coming on foot. 83% of those who came by car 
came in their own car rather than with someone else. This 
figure of 83% is much higher than the 62% of fishermen who 
came in their own car.
(a) Site Management and the N.W.W.A. .
61% of respondents said they knew who was responsible 
for managing the site and of -those who said they knew 
86% correctly identified the N.W.W.A. The principal 
tasks of the N.W.W.A. were listed as
58 mentions 
12
11
10
Drinking water 
Recreation 
Anti-pollution 
Sewerage
92% of respondents said that there was no other organi­
sation which might run the site better.
Reaction to Worthington Lakes Site
Reactions to the site were 'predictable, certainly as 
far as "likes" were concerned.
.Quiet 40 mentions
Peaceful 20
Pleasant 11
Local, handy 10 
Scenery 10
Natural 10
The "dislike"' was "cinder paths" which was mentioned
11 times.
When presented with the eight aspects of the site 
previously reported' in the fishermen's section and 
asked to rate these the results were as follows
Percentage saying 
"yes" to improvement
Refreshment facilities 51%
Parking 35%
Litter collection 23%
Signs 22%
Toilets - 20%
Picnic areas 7%
Wardening 3%
Opening times 1%
As with fishermen "refreshment facilities" came top-, 
of the list, "litter collection" is important for 
these visitors as well as fishermen although this 
group places more emphasis on "parking" and less on 
"toilets".
The pre-eminence of the provision of refreshment 
facilities was underlined by its emerging as the only 
facility receiving a meaningful number of mentions 
(21 mentions) to the question about additional faci­
lities which visitors would like to see at Worthington 
Lakes.
138 respondents (97%) found no interference from other 
people in their enjoyment of the site and in answer to 
the question "Do you think there are too many people 
here, too few or is it about right?" gave the following 
answers
About right 
Too few 
Too many
84%
14%
; 2 %
Information about Respondents
On average, visitors lived about 9 miles from 
Worthington, were 42 years of age and. left school 
15^ years of age. None of them was still in full 
time education.
F2/A11 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
5 d 'J  ,.
9TH JANUARY 1980
DISPOSAL OF REDUNDANT RESERVOIRS
1. On 12th November, 1979, the Regional Committee accepted for submission 
to the Policy and Resources Committee, the recommendation contained in 
the Minutes of the Mersey and Weaver Fisheries Advisory Committee 
meeting of 24th October, 1979, and Minute No, 4 of this Committee's 
meeting of 17th October, 1979:-
"That the Committee be informed of cases arising within the 
area of the Committee, involving the disposal of a redundant 
Authority owned reservoir and its likely acquisition by a 
public authority, to enable this information to be made 
available to angling clubs and associations who may wish to 
make approaches to the public authority concerned for the 
provision of angling facilities on such reservoir."
2. On 3rd December, 1979, (Minute No. 39) , the Policy and Resources 
Committee approved the recommendation.

NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
9TH JANUARY, 1980
REPORT BY AREA FISHERIES OFFICER
RIVER CONDITIONS AND FISHING
Fluctuating water levels with frequent freshes and spates provided 
ideal conditions for fish movement during most of the three month 
period ending 30th November, 1979. Several very good runs of salmon 
entered the Rivers Ribble and Hodder and the favourable conditions 
enabled the fish to spread throughout the length of both rivers with 
little hindrance. By mid-October all pools were holding a good 
head of fish, many of which were above average size for the rivers. 
Anglers caught salmon in fair numbers from all stretches, with 
individual catches of up to 5 fish in the day, several fish weighing 
over 20 lbs, 5 fish of 30 lbs and one of 31 lbs being reported.
The stock of sea trout, particularly in the River Hodder, was the best 
for many years and, as in the case of salmon, the proportion of large 
fish was well above average. Sea trout catches were quite good up to 
the end of the season and fish were being caught throughout the Rivers 
Ribble and Hodder. The best sea trout recorded weighed 1 \  lbs and was 
caught at Whitewell on the River Hodder*
Coarse fishing on the lower Ribble has been consistently good when 
conditions were favourable with good catches of well conditioned chub, 
roach and dace, providing most sport. The best catch recorded during 
the period was 123 lbs of chub and roach taken at Ribchester and the 
best weights of individual fish were: chub 5*2 lbs, bream 4 h , 5*3 and 
6 lbs, roach 2 lbs.
The annual inter-Water Authority angling match was held on the Ribble 
at Ribchester on 6th October, 1979, when 100 anglers from the ten 
Authorities fished. The winning weight was 5 lbs 7 oz 7 drams, a 
remarkably low weight when nets of 50 lbs are regularly taken in this 
area.
MIGRATORY FISH MOVEMENT
i
(i) River Hodder, Wlnckley
Fish tinder 4 lb. Fish Over 4 lb
January
February
March
April
Not counted until 
27th May when counter 
was modified
0
O
2
4
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(i) River Hodder, Winckley (Cont'd)
Fish Under 4 lb Fish Over 4 lb
May 27-31st 10 4
June 552 43
July 2543 207
August 538 63
September 170 972
October 375 190
November 250 155
TOTAL 4438 1640
(ii) River Ribble, Waddow
Fish Under 4 lb ' Fish Over 4 lb
January Not counted until 0
February 27th May when counter 0
March was modified. 0
April  ^ 3
May 27-31st 12 21
June 971 8
July 426 11
August 1214 241
September 649 164
October 348 131
November 147 32
TOTAL 3767 611
(iii) River Ribble, Locks Weir
Fish Over 4 lb
January 0
February 0
March 0
April 0
May O'
June 0
July « 0
August , 52
September 172
October 69
November 198
TOTAL 491
- 3 “
HATCHERIES
Langcliffe
Maintenance work was carried out during September in preparation for 
the development of salmon eggs. All tanks were repaired and cleaned 
and the incubation cabin disinfected. Despite the large stock of 
salmon and sea trout in the rivers adverse flow conditions have created 
difficulties in obtaining sufficient brood fish. Nevertheless 67 
sea trout and 75 salmon were obtained from the Ribble and Hodder and 
kept in the Swedish tanks to await stripping.
24.000 salmon ova were stripped on November 22nd and 14,600 sea trout 
ova were stripped and taken to Middleton Hatchery on 23rd November.
Pilot Hatchery
On 12th September, 1979, 112,000 eggs were hand stripped from a female 
mirror carp. The fertilised eggs were incubated and a 70% hatch was 
achieved. A feeding experiment was carried out with these small fish, 
the majority being fed on artemia (brine shrimp' larvae) for 10 days - 
which is the usual practice - and one group of 10,000 fish were fed from 
the start with Ewos Larvstart. Survival in both groups was normal but 
those fry which were fed on Larvstart (very fine artificial feed) grew 
more slowly and at the end of one month's feeding weighed 30% less than 
the artemia-fed fish. A further experiment into aeration, solids settle­
ment, filtration and stocking densities using an arrangement of rectangular 
troughs as opposed to circular tanks, and plastic filtration media in 
place of stone chips normally used in the biological filters is in hand. 
These investigations will be continued during 1980.
The grass carp which are being reared for the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food are growing well and consuming large quantities of 
green-stuff. Unfortunately 800 of these fish died as a result of an 
unscheduled power cut which resulted in depressed oxygen levels.
STOCKING BY ANGLING ASSOCIATIONS
2.000 brown trout were introduced into the River Ribble by Settle Anglers. 
Also, five consents were issued for the introduction of 3,350 brown trout 
and 515 rainbow trout into Stillwater fisheries.' 900 roach and 6 tench 
were introduced into the Leeds-Liverpool Canal by Wigan A.A.
STOCKING BY THE AUTHORITY" ' • . . ’ T 'n ; /'
No stocking has been undertaken by the Fisheries Department since the last 
report to the Committee. (
POLLUTION INCIDENTS AND/OR FISH MORTALITIES
No incidents of fish mortalities were reported during the review period.
POACHING
The bailiff team on the Ribble and Hodder were engaged in many day 
and night anti-poaching patrols. Several pools on the Rivers Hodder 
and Ribble are known to have been netted during the period September to 
mid-October. Later in October the high water levels and considerable 
concentrations of leaves prevented serious poaching and no further 
evidence of this activity was seen up to the end of November.
